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IL TIMOTHY, IV; 2. 
— PREACH In. WORD. 2 5 


** 


Tux g great Colin as K had a moſt noble de- 
Ggn in giving man exiſtence, did moſt wiſely conſti- 
tute, plant and protect him, to anſwer! His divine 


purpoſe. o 


ON "the, prime flace of honour and innocence, the 
creature of Omnipotence, every moment felt the ra- 
viſhing influence of his Maker's love, friendſhip and 
;—was bound by ſacred ties innumerable, forever 
oP - " Wo preſerve an unſhaken faith in the perfection of his 
| e certain wiſdom, righteouſneſs and goodneſs 
NB 4 ns nature, providence and government: He was 
Jer 413 bound, upon the trueſt principles of honour and of 
huis own happineſs, to yield the moſt affectionate ge- 


ak 
1 


A * 
GE =Y 5 
* Y p . 
.* * 
l FER. Fo * 
2 * 
9 


* 
8 \ 
* % 4 * 
| 2 

1 
4 
Ty? Oo 
* * 


dlence to the will of his ſovereign : Inviolate confor- 
mity to which, would neceſſarily have ſecured the at- 


tainment of his emer end to honour and ene 


60D forever. 


WHILE man kept his place, all nature around him, 


and the law written) on his heart, ſerved clearly to in- 
. timate his duty; and point him out with exactneſs the 


| ' ways of pleaſure, the medium of ſafety, and the ſum- 


mit of honour.— But the loſs of innocence ſtrangely 
darkened the day; gloomed the faireſt proſpect, and de- 
* the light of nature to inveſtigate the path of life. 


sou new inſtructions became neceſſary to direct 
the human apoſtate to happineſs ; or give him the 
leaſt aſſurance of a bare poſſibility, that he ſhould eyer 
enjoy the favour and — Ache pbrrv. 


rusgvon the tender merey of our cop, the 8 
drive from on high, hath viſited us, in that animat- 
ing promiſe, "The ſerd of the woman ſball bruiſe the 
ſerpent”s head. — Thus, light early dawned upon this 
beclouded world, to chaſe away the glooms of doubt, 


delpair and death; Withercd hope then ſprang afreſh, 
and deſponding immortals were cheered with the fiſt 
beams of day. This joyful light (which darted infi- 
nite clemency, Tufficiency and mercy with every ray) 


tions of the Jewiſh economy, which prefigured . 
man whoſe name is the BRaNen: M be was to grow up 
out of bis place, and build the temple of the Log Dy ap 


* allurance of his offices and kingdom, 8 


5 


gradually increaſed, in thoſe types, events and inſtitu- 


. 


5 


THROUGH the prophets, the light of revelation was 
advanced ſtill further: And not long before the Sa- 
viour's advent, John the baptiſt was commiſſioned an 
herald of the predicted EMMANUEL—that ſon of righ+ 
teouſneſs, who himſelf, and by his apoſtles, raiſed the 
light to meridian brightneſs, and completed revelation 
—that goſpel in which life and immortality are brought 
to light, and ſtamped it with the important character 
of the WORD OF GOD. + 


THE preaching of this revelation, was early an inſtis 
tution of heaven—it was an office appointed and eſ- 
tabliſhed by cop in the Jewiſh church—Aaron was 
ſolemnly conſecrated to the prieſthood, and the ſacred 


office was the lot 7 his family, 
, 


93 


ro preach the word, is alſo a divine ordinange, un- 
der a later diſpenſation: The chriſtian church is not 
left deſtitute of offices neceſſary for her edification 
though graciouſly diſburthened of the yoke of Jewiſh 
rituals and ceremonials. 


* 


THE great High- prieſt of our profeſſion, took care to 


provide materials and labourers for building his ſpi- 
ritual houſe - the goſpel church; that it might grow 
into an holy temple in the LokÞ. 


AFTER his ręſurrection, when he met his eleven 
diſciples, our LoD expreſsly commiſſioned, them o 
go on the ſacreq ęmbaſſy to teach all nations to ob- 
ſerve whatſoever he commanded them; and adds chis 
eſtabliſhing promiſe—*® Ls Fam withvyou alway, even 


unto the end of the world: Doubtleſs, implying the 
continuance of the office of the miniſtry, ſo long as he 
ſhguld have a church on earth, A TRE 


ix perfect concurrence with die, is I. Paul's ac- 
count of the aſcending Redeemer's various gifts to 
men. Amongſt the reſt, Paſtors and teachers For 
the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of 
CHRIST : Until we all tothe in the unity of tbe faith, 
and of the knogyledge of the Son of cob, unto a perfet? 
nan, unto the meaſure of the Bature, of the fullneſs of 
: 8 1 Which muſt intends BY end of the world, | 


*. ofßd of che mind eſtos eſtabliſhed, che en- 
; alted head of influences Wl goil c raiſe up, qualify 
and call, ſome men 1— ore or wer, 4s 
his infinite wiſdom ſhalldiftate. | „ 


: #052 who are thus called of © GOD, are the proper 
„ſubjects of this brief,” but cab eee e 
| * carte, ce PREACH THE WORD.” © | 


. THoVen this is but à part of Paul's charge to Ti- 
mothy, and the other particulars, various and import- 
ant yet THIS, ſelected the theme of preſent meditation, 
opens a field ſufficiently extenſive, much too large for 

the time or abilities of the ſpeaker :—Still I ſhall be 
indulged the candid attention of this aſſembly, while 
amin attempt to point ou. 


OMB neceſſary. valifications ole preacher.— 
Advert to the matter, which is to be the ſubject of 
his preaching 


an 


7 


— — — 


AND, briefly tauch on the manner in which he is 
to diſcharge the 1 important duty. 


! LNs general view, the miniſterial office appears te 
be ſacred, dignified and difficult; and as this particu- 
lar part of it, preaching: the' word, is prime and ſpeci» 
al, it doubtleſs requires ſome qualifications, not com- 


mon, to diſcharge it. accepably, or ſucceſsfully... ,, 


I rkrrerfok, indeed, we are not to expect i in any 
man in 'any ſtarioni—or employment on earth 
this is reſerved for a future ſtare : Here we know but 
in part ; and the practical attention Me beſt man pays 
to his duty, i is much ſhort of heaven's righteous requi- 
ſition. Still, the furniture 5 preacher ſhould be 
made up of valuable pert Fever few nor ſmall. 


' 1' SHALL if mention ome of them which mod 
readily occur. 5. 


THE preacher then Bonn be a man of under- 
ſtanding—ſvch natural ſtrength of mind and Judge . 


ment, as may be a fixed barrier againſt wy 0 * 


wavering and change A hip f is not ſecured W Ms * k 
1 | 


richeſt and largeſt freight ; but Without baffaft, 
no ſmall danger of being overſer' with every ts 
of wind. n „ - £4204 


Ir is acknowledged at once, that the greateſt, ſhare 
of natural reaſon, wrongly directed, is a ſource. of 
miſchief; but ſangified by grace, is an important talent 
for. the teacher and leader of ooh people.“ Us- 
derſtanding ſhall keep tbee .. 2 * 


id 


4 


3 * Can. Mina. 


- bl _ - \ 


il n Neslber mould be furniſhed with Aa 
good degree of ſcholaſtick erudition, and acquired 3 

Ll knowledge : Without ſome ſpecial ſhare of this, he | | 
4 mult be very inadequate to the crirical office, of teach- | | 
5 — myſteries af padlinesss. 
1 * A | 
q 0 9 i | 
learning; not only as unneceſſary for moral and evan- ö | 

1 gelical teachers; but even incompatible with their of- J 
1 fice.—Ignorance,, unreaſonable. prejudice, - or ſome 
ſiniſter ends too dirty to bear the light, muſt origi- 3 
nate every ſuch pretenſion.Reaſon bluſhes, at the 
idea; and ſcripture rejects ir—ſo far from countenanc- 
ing it, that the apoſtle Peter Makes it a ſpecial i reaſon 
why ſome wreſt the ſcriptures to their own deſtructi- 


8 
— ">... 
m—_ — 


on, that they are unlearned: And Paul gives it ir ſtrict 
charge to Timothy, that he commit the things he had heard | 
of him, to ſuch men, as ſhould be able to teaeh others | 
=_ alſo. To the prophet Iſaiah was, given the tongue of | 
At - - rhe learned, that he ſhould know how to ſpeak a word | 
4 1 in ſeaſon to him that is weary.— Enough, without | 


1 any comment, to put to ſilence, thoſe who have con- 
ceived ignorance a virtue, or proclaimed it the r 


rent teſt of a preacher's excellence. 7 10 | 


nur however ſtocked with mere human ſenſe and 
ſcience, the man is not yet prepared to preach the 
word Added to every poſſible qualification beſide, 
he muſt have a good heart ; a heart renewed by the 
regenerating influence of the ſpirit of cop ; and deep- 
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9 
ly impreſſed with the importance of thoſe ſacred doc- 
trines, which he is to teach, and inculcate on others. 
This is neceſſary upon ſeveral conſiderations, VIZ. 
That he may diſcharge the duties of his office with 
ſatisfaction and pleaſure, and find it as his meat and 
drink to do the will of him that ſent him: That he 
may ſkilfully inſtruct and guide the flock of cop ;— 


and that after he hath 1 u. 
n * 


cm laſt tonſideration had its anda and peculiar 
influence on the devout apoſtle : Though no man, of 
his day maintained a happier intercourſe with heaven, 
or was bleſt with more animating aſſurances of eternal 
life; yet, aware of the remaining corruption of his 
own heart, he preſerved a critical jealouly over himſelf; 
and made it his daily care to govern his paſſions and 
appetites, and bring all into cordial ſubjection to je 
sus CHRIST : That being 65D's workmanſhip, cre- 
ated anew unto good works, he might fave his on 
ſoul: And exerting himſelf in the buſineſs of his ſa- 
cred office, might be the happy means of ſalvation to 
them who heard him. _ 


AGAIN,—The preacher ſhould be a man of a blame-/ 
leſs; pious life: Giving no offence in any thing, that 
the miniſtry be not blamed.” —Otherwife, what ſpeci- 
ally good effects are we to expect from his inculcat- 
ing the moſt ſacred and important truths ? Example 
is often more efficacious than precept—ſhould there- 
fore always accompany it. Senſible of this, the apoſ- 
tle did not fail to remind Timothy of his obligation to 


—— —ñ 


B 


3 


— * 8 

a holy life. © Be thou an example of the believers, is 
word—in conver ſation——in ems — * 
”m— purity.” | 


' ANOTHER qualification of the 1 is, 1 
be apt to teach both knowing and willing having 
ability and diſpoſition—readineſs and dexterity not 
ignorant of his duty, nor negligent in the performance 
of it. But as this, and every other property neceſſary 
for the evangelical preacher, is included in thoſe al- 
ready mentioned, we _ * ——— ** 
in the next place, 


ADVERT to the matter, which is to be the ſb- 
ject of his preaching.— This is theworp—the will of 
JEHOVAH, reyealed in thoſe ſcriptures given by inſpira⸗ 
tion af gn: Not the doctrines and commandments gi 
men, but the word of God the hole word, > uncor- 
rupted and pure, from the mixture and Pee, of Wo 


F relies and errours. 


'Mtx1sTERS, by the ſacred penmen, are (ikea vari- 
ouſly, Angels Embaſſadours Builders, &c. and 
in particular, ſtewards of the myſteries and houſe of 
cop ;, and as ſuch, their buſineſs is to give food to his 
houſchold—as well as to direct and govern the other 


affairs of his family, or church. 


r great Lord of the houſe, has PT and ſtored 
the proviſion neceſſary for his people—ſacredly depo- 
fired a ſufficiency in his word. In this infpired gra- 


nary is enough and to ſpare : And from this ſource— 


this inexhauſtible treaſury, is the ſteward to furniſh 


11 
out food for the whole. Drawn hence, it will ever be 
good, wholeſome, and nutritious: With ſuch, is he to 
feed his Lord's ſervants even the ſincere milk of the 
word, that they may live and grow thereby. 


" However juſt and uſeful, mere human compoſiti- 
ons, creeds and confeſſions, may be in their place, 
yer are they never to be the preacher's rule and ſtand- 
ard, as ſuperſeding the ſacred oracles. One is our Fa- 
ther, even oo be has a fovereign right, and he 
alone, to eftabliſh laws and orders for men: No lefs 
authority can put a ſufficient ſanction upon any moral 
doctrine, precept, or promiſe, 


- FALLIBLE reaſon cannot be the ſource of infallible 
light and guidance ;—nor can the ſtrongeſt aſeverati- 
ons and engagements of changing men, eve ginount 
to an immutable promiſe. ET EDA. 


ru height of human wiſdom ig pot to be truſted, as 
a certain clue to ſalvation; nor mere human y | 
(however ſolemnly pledged) as a ſecurity for eternal 
life To the law and the teſtimony then—the ſure 
word of prophecy—the word of cop, as the only me- 
dium of all neceſſary inſtruction, reſpecting the great 
affairs of his kingdom: — Here, and here only, is 
found all that matter, which che moral, evangelical 
teacher, is to make the ſubject of his preaching : All 
his doctrines, and whatſoever he teaches as a neceſſary 
article of faith, ſhould. be expreſsly, at leaſt conſe- 
quentially, derived from the Bible !—and thus ſtamp- 
ed with divine authority. we 


_—_— 


a 1 i 


_— — 
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To this, probably, all will join their amen, who 
have become acquainted with the ſcriptures ;—except n 
ff a few, who have ſo far ſuffered pride to trample on rea- f 
Wl! ſon, as to deny the reality and neceſſity of revelation. All a 
| the different ſects that profeſs the Chriſtian religion, ap- 1 
Wil! peal to the Bible for ſupport and juſtification of their 


5 various tenets; — though ſome are inconſiſtent enough, 
to ſelect ſome particular parts and paſſages of it, and 
| | acknowledge theſe (only) diving, becauſe others mi- 
| litate directly againſt their favourite ſentiments, . 


ir any part of the ſacred writings can be diſprov- 
ed; upon the ſame plan, no doubt, the whole can be 
ſhewn to he the product of mere human ſkill :—The 
whole will ſtand or fall together, 


sven Þ the purity and holineſs—the variety 2 
grandeur harmony and conſiſtency of the matter ;— 
"3 and ſuch the ſublimity yet ſimplicity and plainneſs 
N and ſuch che deſign and end of the ſcrip- 
that nothing need be ſaid in proof of their a 
divine original ; or to demonſtrate, that they vere 
. given by inſpiration of GOD, 


ans „ oo©& „ 


ro pretend that the Bible is of human invention a 
eunningly deviſed fable, —harſhly reflects on this gene- 
ration, as far inferiour to thoſe, in which, the ſcriptures 
firſt bleſt the world with their light and influence: For 
without bribing impartiality, no one can ſuppoſe the moſt 
| | exalted genius of the preſent age, capable of an equal 
| production - even allowing him the Bible for a pattern; 
and how tenfold difficult would the taſł be without itꝰ 


\; 
ru purity, hiſtory and eloquence of the Bible, is 


matchleſs : And it every way bears ſignatures of per- 


fection;— not in the leaſt defaced by all the inattention 
and contempt of the ſhort-ſighted infidel ;—nor at all 
invalidated by the variety of jarring ſentiments palm- 
ed upon it. 

ru diyerſity of ſects that lay claim to the Bible, as 
the ſountain of their religion, is ſo far from proof of 
the ſcripture's imperfection, that it moſt fully ſhews 
the depraved heart the vain and wild imagination of 
man, a fruitful ſource of ſelf- pleaſing inconſiſtencies. 
« Some have erred concerning the faith.” | 


LIKE the Divine Author of them, the ſacred writings 
are, in their ſpirit and import, forever unchangeable: 
And no. leſs the matter of preaching—faxall the 
rude blaſts of infidelity—or deteſtable claims of abſur- 
dity and hereſy. | 


__ IMPARTIALLY attentiye to thoſe ſcriptures of truth, 
the preacher will find in them, ample aſſertion of 
the being and perfeftions of 6op—of the trinity of 
Godhead—and of many exertions of Deity, in works 
of creation, providence and redemption ;---all ſo ma- 
ny eminent illuſtrations of divine excellence. Here 
he will find man juſtly repreſented, in the ſeveral, very 
different ſtates af humanity :—Once a ſhining emblem 
of his Maker—and a delightful ſharer of his love: 
Then reads the melancholy, but true account of his a- 
poſtacy, and the deplorable ſituation, to which fin had 
reduced him.—Naked—driven from the garden pro- 

hibited a return condemned i in his own breaſt, and 
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expoſed to wrath—deſpair became che gloomy herald 


of his woe. But, does revelation cloſe with a ſubject 


ſo. diſtreſſing l Does it deny us a ray of conſolation, 


and forbid every idea, or proſpect of felicity! Shall 


we find nothing in this Word of 60D, but hopeleſſneſs 
and death! Is ruin pronounced remedileſs, and man 
irrecoverably loſt !|—Behold, revelation opens a door 
of hope, by proclaiming the savroux, and the excel- 
lent purpoſes of diyine mercy, to reconcile rebel man 
to GOD, Were his Son ** On earth peace and good 
will to men. 


IN this revelation, we find carefully 1 the 
laws, commands, prophecies, and promiſes of 60D :— 
Nothing ſhort of impiety and the reverſion of reaſon, 


can deny thoſe laws and commands to be holy, juſt 
and g00d—or refiſt the evidence of ſuch an exact ac- 
compliſhment of thoſe predictions and 3 as in- 
fallibly prove them divine. 


ron this Word of $69, the preacher has licence 
to offer life—pardon and leren to ſinners; to tender 
them all the bleſlings of 60d's new and moſt gracious 
covenant, upon. the goſpel plan :---Exhibiting the 
terrours of the law, as pointed at finners ; and pro- 
claiming their imminent danger, while purſued by the 
vengeance of Heaven ; he is to ſhew them the ark of 
ſafety---the city of refuge; and the ſtrait and narrow 
way. vaſt leadeth unto life. 


i =n is oma men, that as it was impoſlible forthe 


mercy of go to reach a guilty world, without a Me- 


diator - ſo that it'is impoſſible for ſinners to approach 


| . 
©op in peace, but by him.---He is to proclaim the 
abſolute neceſſity of an evangelical faith in F; 
of reperitance towards oo; of love to the divine eha- 
rater and government- Of obedience to the King 
of ſaints; of works of righteouſneſe, as certain fruits 
of a living faith; and the neceſſity of a real change of 
the temper of the natural heart (by. the grace of cob, 
the energetick influence and power of thenoLy GHogT) 
as the pure fountain of thoſe graces and fruits, which 
by JESUS CHRIST, are to che glory of cop; and in the 
creature, requiſite qualifications for heaven and hap- 
pineſs ; though no way—in no degree the meritorious 
cauſe, or purchaſe of his ſalvation. To CHRIST JESUS 
the Lon d from heaven, is to be attributed the honour of 
a complete Saviour. «He is the Contytver---rhe Plr- 
chaſer—the Price—the Ripoſttory—the Di iſpenſer—the 
Centre tbe Subſtance—the Gi. Medi um and End of 
all the gracious benefits of the new covenant. Heis tobe 
repreſented by the preacher, 2s the word of 66 UE. 
ſcribes him, in his nature, Vers and excellencits--- 
human and divine Son of the Virgin, and Son of the 
Higheſt : This is the true gon mage CHRIST 
j88US--in bim dwells all the fu | 
bodily.” 


iN the worthy name of this ſame pars the preach- 
er is to beſeech men to be reconciled to GoD ; and 
charge his diſciples to grow in grace ;—preſenting to 
the view of all, finners and faints, the tremendous, 
enduring puniſhment of the finally impenitent ;—and 
the animating aſſurances of eternal life to them who 


16 


believingly perſevere in holineſs, without which, * 
man ſhall ſee the L oRD. Oh 


IuIs is a brief ſketch of the matter, which cheveas> 
geben teacher is to make the ſubject of his preach- 
ing the particular implications are too 1 nu- 
merous now to be mentioned. | ; 
© as tothe manner in which he is to preach the word 
his ſhould be publickly (in the congregations of 
people that convene ſot religious purpoſes)—after the 
example of the Hi Sr pile of our profeſſion, who 
met the people in the * and there publickly 
taught them. n 

Aso, privartly—from houſe t to — wy Was the 

manner of induſtrious Paul, that he might know the 
ſtate of the whole flock, and accommodate his inftru@i- 
ons, exhortations, reproofs, and meſſages of grace, to 
the various perſons, capacities and circumſtances of 
his charge ;—ſeizing on the faireſt opportunities for 2 


ing them ſer vice. 0 every purpoſe there i is 4 time.” 


ro give the houſehold their portion ne in due 
ſeaſon, and well adapt counſel and admonitions to the 
variety of ociHons that will neceſſarily occur, re- 
quires no ſmall are of prudence, aſſiduity and wif- 


dom. A word fitly ſpoken, is like apples of 8 in 
pPidures of ſilver.” 


rvRTHER---the word ſhould be preached, plain- 
ly and pathetically. Sacred truths ought to be deliver- 
ed in as clear, intelligible and convincing a light as poſ- 
ſible and with a pathos becoming the nature and in- 
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77 
tereſting importance of divine thing that the judg- 
ment might be duly informed the attention gained, 
and the affections engaged. This will require an eaſy, 
familiar ſtile—not groveling and mean, below the 
dignity of the ſubject; nor exalted, above and out of 
the reach of the audience; — but clear, urgent, and ex- 


10 awaken our lethargick diſpoſitions: — to rally 
dur inert, ſluggiſh inqhnstions, is the office of the 
imagination and paſſidi . Theſe are, therefofe, to 
be cloſely addreſſed, u pomble affected. This 
is not to be expected from babe, cold, relation of 
facts nor from a mere ſonorous le of words ;— 
but moſtly from a juſt, lively, animated, repreſentati- 
on of objects, ſubjects, and ſcenes—ſublime, intereſt- 
ing and applicative; and dg mannets, and characters, 
real, diverſe and ſpecial. For this, the ſcribes of ſa- 
cred writ are complete patterns; though, in ſome reſ- 
pects, inimitable by all men, not divinely inſpired. 


AGa1n—The teacher ſhould preach the Word faith- 
fully; not ſhun to declare any of the counſels of cop ; 
however they may thwart the vanity, ſtupidity and 
pride of the carnal heart, or the impious practices of 
the immoral and ſenſual part of mankind. He muft 
not (through fear, or falſe complaiſance) fail to apply 
ſacred reproofs and admonitions wherever they adapt, 
though it be to the rich, and great ones of the earth. 
Nathan's direct, pungent application to king David, 
may keep every faithful preacher in countenance, and 


fave him from any juſt imputation of incivility, or 
—— 8. 0 


C 


Fs 0 unpoliteneſs, while he diſcreetly oppoſes the Word of 
| = cob to the vices of men.—Said- cop to Jeremiah, 
* Be not . of their faces, for 1 am with thee.” | 


 Lixewriste—He muſt preach the Word with : 
neſs and humility ;—ever bearing in mind, chat the 
matter is the Loxo's, and he but a ſteward of the myſ- 
teries of 60D ;—thaugh a ruler in the houſe, yet a ſer- 
vant of the Lozp of the hoyſe;—muſt not therefore, 
with a ſuperb ſpirit of do jon, lord i it over GOD 'S 


heritage, but endeav A of their 3 Joy — 
Be nat high-minded, zus car. hag 


: ix Ai VHeMaſt patiently perſevere in backing 
the Word :—NotF once diſcouraged, though the fruit 
of his labour be ſmall Jad ſucceſs far inferiour to his 
cordial wiſhes, and > Whips, fond expectations ;—nor 
though he meet with many trying ſcenes, that may be 
occaſioned by the rapid growth of vice; or by the neg- 
lect, reſiſtance and reproaches of men. Theſe things, 
no doubt, will deeply grieve him; but muſt not diſ- 
courage him ; rather let them ſerve to evince the ne- 
ceſſity of his enduring hardneſs, as a good ſoldier of 
JESUS, CHRIST ; Who will not fail to give him a ek 
recompence of reward. | 


- FROM What has been thus, EVI offered on 
this ſubject, we might naturally deduce many infe- 
tences and refleftions, important and uſeful:— But, 
that I may not treſpaſs on the patience of the audience; 
ſhall omit them; — and cloſe with ſome addreſſes 1 
* on this ſolemn occaſion. 


* * 


_— 


5 % 
Fin, 1 TURN myſelf to the perſon elected, and and 
n to be conſecrated to the office of a Paſtor, over 
the flock of cop in this place. | 


DEAR S.,. 28 
- SINCE ir in at your dere, dur 1 rake an pet w 
the publick exerciſes of the day, Jet me ſeriouſly remind 
you of a few things, which moſt nearly concern you. 


YOU are now profeſſedly and publickly Janine 
yourſelf to cob, and theſervice of his Son, in the goſ- 
pel . miniſtry—accepting the over-ſight of this people 
in the LoD. -I hope and ttuſt your ſolemn adventure 
is the reſult of mature deliberation ; ; af Mearneſt de- 
fire to ſerve the. intereſt of ens Hel; amongſt 
your fellow men ;—that you are exPeriitncally ac- 
quainted with the religiongyotr yal Maſter; and 
have felt the genuine, tra ce of the 
won b, which you are to preach to others; and that you 


lifications, ſo neceſſary for a miniſter of Irsus onRS). 


run uuanſactions of this day are ſolemn, imereſting 
and important—and refer beyond time, to judgment 
and eternity: L Therefore ought to affect you, Sir, 


with the deepeſt ſolicitude and concern, ae to 
diſcharge your ſacred truſt. 1029 


THE work, in which you Oy is truly 


great, laborious and difficult ;—and in fach a day as 
this, attended with peculiar impediments and trials 
Expect not, therefore, to ſail on an unruffled ſea ; but 
prepare to encounter ſtorms and tempeſts—oppoſitions 


are; toſorne happy degree, furniſhed with all-choſequa- 
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upon the ſcore of the Saviour's merits) they are but 
heirs of hell, without that faith. which accepts him 
and that holineſs, which implies a conformity. of heart 
to him.— Teach your hearers, that unreconciled to 
cod, they muſt ſhare the righteous fate of the antient 
Sodomites, which are the conſtitute monuments of 
cop's wrath ſet forth for an example ſuffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire, 


. VRGE your people, toa careful and ſteady attendance 
on all the appointed means of grace, as the only pro- 
bable way to ſalvation.— Charge them to maintain 
good workgy which by jzsus H are to the glory of 


cop-whe its and evidences of chriſtian faith ; yet, 
matter of Juſtification before GOD, 


EXHIBIT lowly, the divine character plan of ſal- 
vation the terms of it —and jzsvs enRIST as all in 
all; as the ſum and ſubſtance of che word of 60D. 

DETERMINE, that you aha nothing amongſt 
this people but J8svs cnRrIsPF, and him crucified- 


the wiſdom of cob, arld the power of cop, to the ſal- 
vation of all them who believe. 


Ix his name, and in the moſt ſtriking colours, re- 
preſent to mankind the terrours---the extreme agonies 
of the wicked---the finally impenitent ;---and the in- 
conceivable---unutterable joys of the ſaints in light--- 
and holineſs as their felicity :---By all the charming 
motives of religion, beſeech men to be reconciled to cop. 


FEAR not man---fear oo :----Watch for ſouls as 
one who muſt give an account ;---be faithſul---per- 


- 
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ſevere, even to the eat, ind when the Chief Shop 
herd ſhall appear, he ſhall giveyou a croyrn of life, and 
unfading glory. 4 + 


now, to the Church and fick * in a 


DEARLY i#LoveD,—THIS is a day, with the im 
portant ſolc.n.nities of it, -ha: you Hong wiſhed te 
ſee :---We cordially reja e with you in all the agree- 
ableneſs.of.it ;--that afte. ſo many years, the Great Oiſ- 
poſer of all things, a canting you a Paſtor---and we. 
hope, after his own heut: Behold and accept him, 
as an aſcenſion gift of the e val wy een and 
reſpe& him highly for bis office, for his work's 
{ai ;. make it your care to b his heart, ud 


I given hum, that be md, open bis mouthithgtdly, and 
Mace not v myſteries. of the ab eceſſ- 
fully, proſecute the arduous and ſolemn bufinefs of ki. 
offer Treat him in character Wh — png 
of the ons: Attend diligently his mim“ gong 
---liſten to the words of his mouth---be obettien; to 
the truth - practice the duties he ſhall incutcs!. up- 
jou do not reſiſt proper reproof=--carefully ſhun 
the vices he ſhall, at any ti diſcountenance - con- 


fer not your hearts o riſe Againſt the word of cop, 
becauſe, preached to you by man : Let no bitter- 
neſs, enyy, ſtrife, railing, evil ſurmiſings and jealou- 
ſies, be found amongſt you :---Dread a fracture of 
triendſhi; leave oft contention before it be meddled 


\icengthen his hands ;---pray for hi daily, thathe 
gay faithfully. preach the word, Tqhat uu e may. 


ſider, Open rebake is derer tban ſecret love. Suf- 
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ich and ler al-yourprovacatoncte#ilave 0 goot, 


EY 15 * | Morks---ofttces of kindneſs, ane el ing wh: wit! 5 2 
1 e 
8 . my edlify andther- walk in all the cOrmmananents 
x 2 
"2" aa ordinances of the Lond, blame Lets aid may 
” | 


you Ever rejoice the WT Y who i to be offer 
wie onus - 
%#, > Vet oraxtty; bye 1 if phe mi, dope a. Nebra 
t bubu, wot rondering als for evil, Hut 


contrary ti, being; Enorbing Tha! ye "hg per une 
ik UP: ſhould inberit-& Melting. Le 
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45 pPreschers or hearers of the word, e may be docs of 
* A 7 tbe Work, and bleſſed indeed-"-foreVer, confornmarely 
. Is n happy, in quſt, animated aſtriptions of "IM 
_— and pra, o the facred THREE IN ONE, Re | 
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